THE ALVENSLEBEN CONVENTION

This view was also represented by Prince Gortchakoff,
who would have found in parliamentary institutions a sphere
in which his eloquence might have gained European ^clat,
while his craving for popularity rendered him powerless to
withstand the liberal tendencies of Russian ' society/ He
was the first to sound the note of applause on the acquit-
tal of Vera Sassulitch (April ir, 1878).

The conflict of opinion was very lively in St. Peters-
burg when I left that capital in April 1862, and it so con-
tinued throughout my first year of office. I took charge
of the Foreign Office under the impression that the insur-
rection which had broken out on January i, 1863, brought
up the question not only of the interests of our eastern
provinces, but also that wider one, whether the Russian
cabinet were dominated by Polish or anti-Polish proclivi-
ties, by an effort after Russo-Polish fraternisation in the
anti-German Panslavist interest or by one for mutual
reliance between Russia and Prussia. The policy of fra-
ternisation found its more sincere adherents among the
Russians; the Polish nobility and clergy hardly antici-
pated any result from it, or proposed it as the definitive
end. Hardly a single Pole was there for whom the policy
of fraternisation meant more than a tactical move designed
to deceive credulous Russians so long as necessity or ex-
pediency required. In the Polish nobility and clergy fra-
ternisation with Russians excited, not quite, but almost as
unalterable a repugnance as fraternisation with Germans;
the greater strength of the latter antipathy being due not
merely to race, but to the belief that Germans would
never submit to the direction of the common policy by
Polish statesmen, whereas Russians might.

For the German future of Prussia the attitude of Rus-
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